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Educators question program 
offering graduation credits 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

An online program that has 
helped boost North Carolina’s 
high school graduation rate is 
drawing questions from state 
education leaders who wonder 
whether the results are too good 
to be true. 

Thousands of N.C. high 
school seniors annually pass 
online credit recovery courses, 
which allow them to retake parts 


of classes they failed to earn 
credits needed for graduation. 
But credit recovery is now being 
reviewed as State Board of Edu- 
cation members question what’s 
happening in these locally run 
classes around North Carolina. 

“Td love to know how many 
seniors are utilizing this as a 
way to cross over that line to say 
I graduated and take a course in 
two weeks,” board member 
Becky Taylor said at Tuesday’s 
meeting. “Sometimes it makes 
you wonder if there’s a little bit 
of a numbers game going on. 


“ We’ve got to have these 
kids graduating.’ I hear this 
from teachers, and that is very 
concerning to me that may be 
the way we’re utilizing this in 
our districts.” 

The state’s graduation rate 
rose to a record 86.5 percent 
this past school year. School 
districts have touted programs 
such as credit recovery with 
helping keep more students on 
track for graduation. 

Amid the potential concerns 
about credit recovery, the state 
Department of Public Instruc- 


tion plans to do a statewide 
survey of school districts and 
charter schools and potentially 
recommend policy changes to 
the state board. 

North Carolina public school 
students who fail a high school 
course have two options. They 
can retake the entire course or 
they can use credit recovery, in 
which students only retake parts 
of the course online to get a 
pass/fail grade. If they success- 
fully complete that portion, they 
get credit for it, but the original 
grade remains on the transcript. 


“Tt really is an opportunity for 
students who have failed a 
course to focus on aspects of a 
course that they were not able to 
originally master,” Sneha Shah- 
Coltrane, director of advanced 
learning and gifted education 
for the state Department of 
Public Instruction, told the state 
board on Tuesday. 

Shah-Coltrane said 18,601 
high school students, 
representing 3.8 percent of the 
state’s high school students, 
enrolled in at least one credit 
recovery course during the 
2015-16 school year. She said 
64 percent of students passed, 
25 percent failed and 11 percent 
were marked incomplete. 

This past school year, Shah- 
Coltrane said, 2.9 percent of 
high school students statewide 
enrolled in credit recovery 
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Candidates 
answer 
readers’ 
questions 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

After months of campaigning, 
Raleigh mayoral candidates 
Nancy McFarlane and Charles 

Francis have 
§ addressed many 
1 of the same ques- 
| tions again and 
again. 

As voters make 
up their minds 
ahead of the Nov. 
7 runoff election, 
The News & 
Observer asked 
readers to submit 
their own ques- 
tions to the candi- 
dates. McFarlane 
is seeking her 
fourth term as 
mayor, and Fran- 
cis is challenging 
her for the seat. 

Here are some 
of the questions readers asked. 
Some of the questions and an- 
swers have been condensed for 
brevity and clarity. 


Charles 
Francis 


TS 


Nancy 
McFarlane 


Q: There is a local and national 
mental health/opioid addiction 
crisis. Why is land not set aside 
for a mental health/addiction 
center on the 300-acre Dix Park 
site? 

A: McFarlane: When we 
purchased the park, part of the 
stipulation was that the $52 mil- 
lion had to go to mental health 
services. Of course, that money 
went to the state of North Car- 
olina, so it was really dependent 
on the state to decide what they 
were going to do with that 
money. I will say, as a pharma- 
cist, I’m probably more acutely 
aware of this than many other 
elected officials. I owned a phar- 
macy, and we had a box in the 
pharmacy where any time any- 
thing was returned to the box it 
was picked up and incinerated. I 
think every pharmacy should 
have a box, every day, behind 
the pharmacy. Every time you 
go to the pharmacy you should 
be taking your old stuff and 
getting it out of the house. It’s 
not a solution, but I think it’s an 
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MARK LENNIHAN AP 


A law enforcement officer walks by a crime scene Wednesday after a driver mowed down people on a riverfront bike path near the World Trade 
Center on Tuesday in New York. Near the truck was a handwritten note with a few lines of Arabic indicating allegiance to the Islamic State. 


Police: Driver in N.Y. had 
attack for weeks 


planned 


BY BENJAMIN MUELLER 
AND MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ 


New York Times 


NEW YORK 

The FBI was seeking informa- 
tion about a second Uzbek man 
in connection with the truck 
attack in Manhattan on Tuesday 
that killed eight people, law 
enforcement officials said on 
Wednesday. 

The news that authorities 
were interested in a second 
person significantly expanded 
an inquiry into the deadliest 
terror attack on New York City 
since Sept. 11. 

The FBI released an alert 
saying they were seeking in- 
formation about Mukhammad- 
zoir Kadirov, 32, in connection 
with the attack. 

Police officials said earlier on 
Wednesday that the driver who 
sped down a crowded bike path 
alongside the Hudson River had 
been planning the attack for 


CRAIG RUTTLE AP 


Sayfullo Saipov is accused of driving a truck on a bike path, killing 
eight, on Tuesday near the World Trade Center. 


weeks and appeared to have 
connections to people who were 
the subjects of terrorism in- 
vestigations. 

As counterterrorism investiga- 


tors drilled into whether the 
attacker, identified by officials 
as Sayfullo Saipov, had mea- 
ningful ties to terrorist organiza- 
tions, it also became clear that 


some of those close to the at- 
tacker had feared for years that 
he was heading down the path 
of extremism. 

Saipov, 29, rented a pickup 
truck from a Home Depot in 
New Jersey at 2:06 p.m. on 
Tuesday before crossing into 
Manhattan on the George 
Washington Bridge, police said 
in the first public timeline pro- 
vided by authorities. At 3:04 
p.m., a camera caught him driv- 
ing onto a bike path alongside 
the Hudson River, where police 
said he appeared to be targeting 
pedestrians and cyclists as he 
mowed people down. 

After crashing into a school 
bus near Stuyvesant High 
School in Lower Manhattan, he 
jumped out with a pellet gun 
and a paintball gun and shouted 
“Allahu akbar,” Arabic for “God 
is great,” authorities said. In- 
vestigators found a number of 
knives in and around the truck, 
police said. Near the truck was a 
handwritten note with a few 
lines of Arabic indicating alle- 
giance to the Islamic State, law 
enforcement officials said. 

“The gist of the note was that 
the Islamic State would endure 
forever,” John J. Miller, the New 
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